[Air pollution].
This review includes a summary of the symposium "Air Pollution" of the Swiss Society of Pneumology, and supplementary information on in- and outdoor air quality in Switzerland. With regard to atmospheric pollution, high exposures to ozone during summer are of major concern. A substantial reduction of ozone levels appears to be considerable problem in view of the high population and particular topography. More precise estimates of possible health damage require further epidemiological studies. In this context it is interesting to note that the environmental catastrophe of Kuwait did not reveal new insights into the dose-effect relation of air pollutants, in that the exposure of the population and hence the health hazards of oil fires were less serious than expected. As to the wellbeing of humans, indoor air pollution deserves equal attention. The predominant noxious agent is tobacco smoke, which significantly affects the respiratory health of infants. In addition, there is some epidemiological evidence that passive smoking can cause lung cancer. However, a variety of other and often neglected pollutants can be present in homes and at workplaces and may be the cause of various respiratory diseases. Finally, thought is given to more general problems such as better definitions and diagnosis of diseases due to airborne agents, the cost-benefit ratio and the conflicts of interest involved in effective control measures.